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If the August on the water meeting is can-

celled because of bad weather there will 

be a notice on the website, Facebook, 

and an email will be sent by 4:00 pm 

3 years ago we moved to Madison from the New Jersey 

suburbs of Philadelphia, where we had been for 45 

years. We lived in a wetlands area of the Rancocas 

Creek, which is actually a river and a tributary of the Del-

aware River. We were a 25 minute drive to Independ-

ence Hall and the Liberty Bell and a 90 minute drive to 

the Atlantic Ocean and its saltwater bays. The area has a 

temperate climate with hot summers, mild springs and 

falls and winters when the temperatures may occasional-

ly get below 30 degrees. The big snowfalls happen when 

a southern moisture meets a Midwest cold front which 
may dump 10 or more inches of snow on the area. 

I fished the freshwater of the Rancocas and the Dela-

ware, usually casting for largemouth bass and the occa-

sional pickerel. In the spring, striped bass would migrate 

into these waters from the ocean to spawn. These much-

sought beauties could reach 40+ inches and 30+ 

pounds. Surface plugs and metal lures could attract their 

attention but bait fishing with bloodworms was a favorite 

and effective technique. The “striper” is one of the best 

eating fish you can catch. 

Whenever possible, I headed to the saltwater to see 

what success I might have. We targeted striped bass, 

bluefish (a tremendous fighter), flounder, and weakfish, 

aka sea trout. We fished from a boat, from the surf and 

from docks. We tossed plugs, lures and especially big 

jigs with a twister tail. The fishing was often pretty good 

but especially so in the fall when the fish would be mov-

ing south chasing the baitfish and trying to fatten up for 

the winter. We always tried to use lighter tackle to have 

more fun even though the possibility of catching a big 

fish was always present. 

When we decided to move to Madison, I joined 2 fishing 
clubs: the Wisconsin Smallmouth Alliance and the Yaha-

ra Fishing Club. I wanted to meet people and to learn the 

art of local fishing. I succeeded on both. I attended the 

club meetings and listened closely to the presentations 

by guest speakers. I also went out with local guides on 

area waters to learn from the experts. 

Most importantly, I developed friendships with members 

in both clubs. I fished with them on my boat and on their 

boats. We also teamed up and shared the costs of 

guides. I learned the different techniques that worked for 

different species at different times of the year. I learned 

the art of panfishing. I had never fished for smallmouth 

bass or northerns, which have become my favorite tar-

geted species. I found most everyone was willing to 

share their knowledge and took pleasure in broadening 

my knowledge and ability to “Fish Wisconsinably”. The 

fish I have begun to catch are great fun but my new fish-

ing friendships are the true treasure. 

Learning to fish at 67             By newer member Rich Connor 
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Outings 

Want to go on an outing? Want to get to know other club members? Want to fish locally or 

new lakes out of town chasing the hottest bite? Have a place you want to go to? Then you 

simply need to sign up to say you’re interested in going on any or all of these outings. An 

outing can happen with enough interest but if no one signs up then the outing can’t happen. 

Outings without exact dates are either weather dependent, river levels and based on the tim-

ing of the bite. Once you’re signed up you will get more specific details of the trip. 

Summer 2017: 

Outing anywhere anytime: I’m looking for recommendations on trips that you would like to do. Let 
me know and I can try to set something up! 

August 9
th

 On the Water meeting Lake Waubesa: Meeting/fishing starts at 6:00 PM at Lake Farm 
Park boat launch. Here’s your chance to meet new club members and to get out in a boat if you 
don’t have one! 

Louisiana: We have club members wanting an outing chasing redfish and tuna. Contact me if inter-

ested so we can set this up! 

Lake Michigan: We had group of club members already go on a salmon charter fishing trip out of 

Port Washington. We are planning another trip in late summer or fall. Join a group of club members 

for a great time. Please contact me if interested 

Lake Erie: Want to go on a walleye, smallmouth or perch outing on Lake Erie this summer or next 

summer? Contact me. 

Canada- We have 2 club members in Canada right now and more going at the end of the month. If 

you want to go to Canada this Fall or next summer NOW is the time to prepare! We have several re-

sorts to choose from. Eagle Lake? How about Rainy Lake? Lake of the Woods? Lac Seul? Get ex-

cited and let’s start planning a trip of a lifetime! 

USA- Canada too far or other reasons? How about traveling within the US to the Minnesota sides of 

Lake of the Woods or Rainy Lake? Devil’s Lake? Lake Oahe, SD? Lake Gogebic, MI? How about 

our Big Bay de Noc outing? Green Bay? 

Guided trips on local lakes, Green Bay/Sturgeon Bay or others: If anyone would like to learn a 

lake better or techniques with a guide, join other club members to get a better rate. Contact me if in-

terested. 

All outings above are open to club members, our Rock Valley Angler friends, your family and 

friends! We need members with boats but you can participate even if you don’t have one. 

Sign-ups will be at club meetings but look for a new link out on our website soon. As always 

you can contact me at any time to sign-up or if you have questions or just want advice. 

If you have any outing ideas please let me or anyone on the board know! 

Jim Pankratz 

608-709-6442 or jimannepan@aol.com 
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YFC Years Gone By  
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From The WDNR 
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Mary Regel Helps Us 
Again 

Once more Mary has donated 

$500.00 towards the Kids Fish-

ing Days from the Rod Regel 

Memorial Fund.     

         Thank You Mary! 

On the Water July 2017, Olin –Turville   

From Karlette: 21 people.  Enough boats.  Jerry King made tacos.  Yum.  

Karlette’s new boat 
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PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Yahara Fishing Club Membership Form 

P.O. Box 3271  Madison, WI 53704 

Annual Dues are from January 1 to December 31.  Please print. *** ESSENTIAL       

Name *** ____________________________________________________________________________ 

If Family or Youth, Additional Names ______________________________________________________ 

Email ***_______________________@__________________________________ 

Street Address ____________________________________________________   State  __  Zip _______ 

Phone Number and Area Code  ***  ______ - ________- ____________ 

Individual…………… $35.00 

Family  ……………..  $45.00 

Student……………….$10.00 

Youth Members are free with other paid membership 
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 The next  YFC meeting is Wednesday, July 9th, 
6:00 pm at the Lake Farm Park Launch, Lake Waubesa 

  

September Events 

August Events 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

Board  of Directors and Officers 

Gard Strother,  President      Tom Wilke, Speakers       Tex Torgeson  

Phil James, Vice President      John Pribek, Secretary      Mark Riederer  

Gerald King, 608-513-8573                           Roger Matiasek        Larry Reed  

Ken Terrill  608-358-0453         Jim Krause              Karlette Schoen, Treasurer  

August  9th, 2017, Last On The Water Meeting, 6:00 pm—Lake Farm Park Launch, Lake Waubesa 

 

September 13th, 2017, Regular club meeting back at the VFW hall at 301 Cottage Grove Road 


